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TIER 3 RAIL LINES — REOPENING 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [5.20 pm]: I rise to make a contribution this evening following on 
from the debate this morning, given that I had only 45 seconds of opportunity at that time and I had a few more 
things that I wanted to contribute to the debate. I do not want to rehash a lot of the comments that were made, 
apart from supporting many of the comments made by my colleagues during the debate. As a new member of 
this place, I have really valued the work that the Economics and Industry Standing Committee has done on the 
management of Western Australia’s freight rail network. It is a very complex beast that has been shrouded in 
secrecy, and for some time my colleagues and I have been asking for greater transparency. The committee has 
gone a fair way, though not all the way, towards realising that goal and providing greater understanding of the 
complex arrangements that have evolved over time. 
There is now an opportunity for government, industry and all the stakeholders, on the back of this report, to 
formulate responses from the government and from industry on how we move forward on this issue. That will 
require a great deal of leadership from government, but that alone will not solve all of the challenges. It will 
require cooperation from industry. They are the two key elements for resolving many of the issues and 
recommendations contained in this report. It is a great opportunity to revisit some of the positions that have been 
held in the past by some on how we efficiently and safely move freight, most particularly through my electorate, 
the Agricultural Region, but also throughout regional Western Australia. 
One of the areas I want to talk about is road safety. I am really disappointed by the irresponsible behaviour 
demonstrated time and again by members opposite, and by the Wheatbelt Rail Retention Alliance. This report is 
several hundred pages long, and there are no strong recommendations or findings on the subject of road safety. 
Probably the strongest paragraph I found on the subject in the report was on page 29. It reads — 

Estimates of increased truck movements vary—and will be discussed further in Chapter 8. 
Nevertheless, as noted above, the road safety statistics for the Wheatbelt areas are the worst in the state. 
While none of the statistics resulted from an incident involving a grain truck, any large increase in the 
number of truck movements on regional roads will necessarily add to road congestion in rural areas. 

I will repeat that last sentence — 
While none of the statistics resulted from an incident involving a grain truck, any large increase in the 
number of truck movements on regional roads will necessarily add to road congestion in rural areas. 

This is quite a measured and reasonable statement by the committee, which is representative of all political 
parties. This is a majority comment by the committee, and it is quite reasonable. It is irresponsible for members 
to continue to say that school buses will be hit by grain trucks, and 18-year-old new drivers will be run off the 
road because they hit a pothole, and things like that. 

Road safety in the wheatbelt, as I stated in introducing a motion in the house earlier this year, is a very serious 
matter that should be above politics. It should not be used by members in this place, or organisations outside this 
place, to serve their political purpose. If we look at some of the work that the RAC has done, we see that 
70 per cent of vehicle fatalities recorded in the wheatbelt involve single vehicles, one-third of all deaths result 
from failure to wear a seatbelt, and 65 per cent are results of deliberate driver choice. The percentage of deaths 
involving alcohol in the wheatbelt was well above the state and neighbouring region result. These are all key 
factors that should be considered in our response to road safety in the wheatbelt. However, we will not see any 
change from members opposite; they will continue to use this issue to suit their political needs.  

An important transport concern in my electorate relates to the agricultural lime routes. This is a really interesting 
issue. I went back and had a look at some of the history of this matter. Agricultural lime, as members would be 
aware, is exponentially increasing in its application right across the Agricultural Region. Hon Paul Brown 
mentioned that the figures from the Department of Agriculture and Food indicate that we need to be using twice 
as much as we are using now, and that figure is increasing enormously. In fact, if we were applying as much 
agricultural lime in the wheatbelt that DAFWA says we should be, we would be transporting more agricultural 
lime than the entire grain that is collected in the tier 3 region in an average season. To put that into context, 
a Labor government back in 2003 set up a steering committee to establish the strategic road routes for ag lime 
haulage. It put in a bit of money to fix up some of the roads, did a few deviations, chucked in a couple of 
roundabouts for the trucks, and then left most of those roads that are all held by local governments to fend for 
themselves. Guess who was the chair of the government steering group of this committee? 

Hon Paul Brown: Who? Tell us. 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: It was none other than the chairman and industry representative himself, 
Hon Darren West. 
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Several members interjected. 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: He was chair of the steering group which led the government’s charge in 
establishing the strategic ag lime routes. He spent a few dollars on them and then said to local governments, 
“It’s all yours.” Now local governments — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: This industry is exponentially — 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hang on! Just bring the temperature down a little bit and then you can resume. 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: This industry is really important. It is growing rapidly. It is going to become an 
operation run 365 days a year rather than an operation run on seasonal responses. Local governments including 
the Shires of Gingin, Dandaragan, Chittering, Toodyay and many more have been left to bear the burden of the 
strategic review by the government at the time on how to transport agricultural lime through the wheatbelt. 

Time and again opposition members continue to use the issue of political donations to cast aspersions on what 
they think are dirty deals done by the government. Really, it is complete nonsense to say that a donation to 
a political party has achieved a certain outcome! We need only go back to the political party return for the 
Labor Party in the last year it was in government to see a list 13 pages long of donations from companies such as 
Fortescue Metals Group, Skywest Airlines, Burrup Fertilisers, Health Solutions, Peel Health Campus—some 
interesting ones in here. Also Westralia Airports Corporation, Burswood Entertainment Centre, Gindalbie 
Metals, Mineralogy, Wesfarmers, Devereaux Holdings—some interesting companies in there in the 
Labor Party’s last year in government. 
Hon Darren West interjected. 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Funny that Hon Darren West should mention it! The 2012–13 return indicates 
that Brookfield Australia Investments donated no more and no less than $25 000 to the Australian Labor Party. 
Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: This is the parent company of Brookfield Rail donating to the Australian Labor 
Party! The moral high ground of the Labor Party is disappearing very quickly. Facts do hurt Labor Party 
members when they realise that some of the facts do not fall on their side of the equation. 

Hon Paul Brown: Are you saying that Hon Darren West didn’t have a plan for tier 3 and he didn’t have a plan 
for lime routes? 

Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Yes. 

If members opposite want to have a serious conversation about reforming electoral laws, and funding and 
disclosure laws in Western Australia, I would be happy to have it, but continuing to make stupid claims about 
linking donations to political parties and dirty deals done by government without any fact or substantiation 
should be shown for what it really is; and it is nonsense from members opposite. 

In concluding my remarks, I think that the ALP should have a good, long, hard look at itself. Its record on 
agriculture is appalling. It cannot even find a shadow Minister for Agriculture and Food from the agricultural 
regions of Western Australia, and it should hold its head in shame. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! I am ready to call another member and give them the opportunity to make 
a member’s statement but anybody who is not sitting in their seat will not get the call.  
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